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Facts & Figures
Country Zimbabwe  

Organizations

Oxfam Novib (Lead); 
Cordaid; ICCO and 
Kerk in Actie; Plan 
Nederland; Stichting 
Vluchteling; Terre des 
Hommes; and World 
Vision

Sectors

Food Security and 
Agriculture; Nutrition; 
Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH).

DRA Budget €3.5 mln (+ €2.6 mln)  

Duration
1 July – 31 December 
2016   (7 February – 
7 August 2017)

Number of people 
reached

More than 250,000

The crisis in Zimbabwe
In Zimbabwe, the combination of a poor 2014-2015 harvest and the 2015-2016 El Nino resulted in 
the driest growing season in 35 years. Continued hot and drier than average conditions throughout 
2016 have led to extensive crop failure, with a total of 4.3 million people facing food insecurity until 
the next harvest season in April 2017. The water situation has become dire for both livestock and 
humans, with more than a third of households having inadequate water supply for domestic use.

The Dutch Relief Alliance Response
Seven member organizations of the Dutch Relief Alliance (DRA) provide emergency humanitarian 
assistance to vulnerable people in Zimbabwe. In 2016, our collaboration has led to the following 
results:
• Almost 30,000 vulnerable people received mobile cash transfers to ensure at least two proper 

meals per day.
• More than 50,000 people received agricultural support, through seeds, vouchers, community 

gardens or agricultural training.
• More than 20,000 children in primary schools received a daily meal at school.
• More than 18,000 pregnant women received food to support their households. 
• More than 70,000 people have renewed access to sufficient water of appropriate quality, 

through the rehabilitation of water points in communities and at health clinics. 

In Zimbabwe the first months of 2017 are the peak of the lean season. In 2017 five member 
organizations of the DRA will continue to provide emergency humanitarian assistance, resulting in:
• Supporting some 35,000 people through mobile cash transfers.
• Supporting more than 4,000 people through cash-for-work programs.
• Supporting more than 30,000 children with daily meals at primary schools.
• Supporting more than 30,000 people with agricultural support, through seeds, livestock 

vaccinations, community gardens and agricultural training.
• Supporting close to 40,000 people with access to sufficient water of appropriate quality, through 

rehabilitation of water points, kits for water quality monitoring and water treatment tablets.



Achievements 
The DRA joint response in Zimbabwe has successfully reached the 
communities most affected by the country’s humanitarian challenges. Working 
in partnership the organizations were able to reach more than 250,000 people 
and will be able to continue this support throughout the peak of the lean 
season until April 2017. Moreover, the joint response was able to increase 
awareness through media presence on Zimbabwean television and radio. 

The cooperation within the joint response encouraged the exchange of 
innovative approaches and tools between the organizations, such as 
exchanging mobile monitoring technologies or approaches to cash transfers 
and school feeding.               

Challenges  
While successful collaborative efforts were undertaken, cooperation can 
always be improved. In future partners will be able to build on successful 
collaborations, for example in programming (parallel implementation of 
different programmatic sectors) or on awareness raising through scaling up 
efforts on joint media engagements and convening policy dialogues between 
policy makers and affected communities. 

Contact – Oxfam Novib (Joint Response Lead)
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+31 070 3421 819 +31 06 22388699 
michelle.van.den.berg@oxfamnovib.nl jolanda.van.santen@oxfamnovib.nl

Follow us on Twitter @DutchRelief

About the Dutch Relief Alliance
The Dutch Relief Alliance (DRA) responds to major international crises in 
a timely and effective manner. The Alliance is a cooperation of 14 Dutch 
NGOs, funded by the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA).

The Dutch Relief Alliance consists of the following organisations: CARE 
Nederland, Cordaid, Dorcas, ICCO and Kerk in Actie, Oxfam Novib, 
Plan Nederland, Save the Children, Tear, Terre des Hommes, Stichting 
Vluchteling, War Child, War Trauma Foundation, World Vision and ZOA.

“I am so happy, absenteeism has reduced. And, as if 
that is not enough, the parents who are involved in 
this project by providing cooking labor and firewood 
as part of their contribution now have a keen interest 
in issues that affect their children’s education.”
- Madzimure


